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Rich Stakelum’s presidency successfully confronted the challenge of working with a 
new club organization modeled after that of Rotary International.  Above all, the 
challenge required educating club members to the realities of the new committee setup as 
well as energizing these committees and their chairpersons to work as organizations of 
the whole to achieve the PLRC’s goals.  Under Rich’s administration, the club’s Board of 
Directors continued to retain its responsibilities for general club leadership, budgetary 
approval, and strategic decisionmaking.  Budget preparation and tactical leadership 
devolved to the committee chairs. 

The first half of the Rotary year allowed Rich and his directors to assess both the 
efficiency and efficacy of the new organization.  Input from the membership and an all-
hands in-depth review and discussion of the pluses and minuses resulted in approval of a 
modified organization commencing with Rotary Year 2008-09.  Essentially, the 
modification merged the new committee structure with the old board structure and clearly 
should further enhance the club’s operational effectiveness. 
 
Membership 
 The club began the year with 41 members on the roll.  After gains and losses were 
tallied, the figure remained at 41.  New members were Gary Eastman, Jill Foucher, 
Denise Oxley, Robert Evans, and Kali Mistry.  Member losses were Jerry Henberger 
(mentioned above), Suzanne Babbitz, David Saad, and Jim and Phyllis Davis. 
 
Programs 

As club president-elect, Judy Byram produced a sound agenda of weekly speakers 
and programs.  These included: 
 

• Retired Captain William Gaines, Scripps Marine Physical Laboratory; 
• Gregory Smith, San Diego County Assessor; 
• Captain James Philpot, USMC, head of MCRD’s Drill Instructor School; 
• Alan Bersin, chair of the Airport Authority;  
• Gail Naughton, Dean of the SDSU College of Business Administration; 



• Dr. James Johnson, Director of Meals on Wheels; 
• PLRCer Steve Ford, regarding small business operations; 
• Chris Yanov, Executive Director of Reality Changers; 
• Annette Dahl, North Bay Area Manager for Real Estate, Port of San Diego; 
• Marshall Saunders, global warming; 
• Jung-Ho Pak, Artistic Director, San Diego Chamber Orchestra; 
• San Diego Chief of Police William Lansdowne;  
• Captain Ed Hasell, USN, Director of the Arctic Submarine Laboratory; 
• Maureen O’Connor, Public Access Coordinator for San Diego Project Heartbeat; 
• Assistant District Governor Carl Lower, AIDS Orphans update; 
• PLRCer Ken Osborne, Harris Fire photos and discussion; 
• RYLA inspirational speaker Alex Montoya; 
• California State Senator Christine Kehoe; 
• Rotarian Scott Borden on the reality of space travel;  
• Mayoral candidate Steve Francis; 
• San Diego City Council President Scott Peters; 
• Rotary Peace Fellowship Scholar Chris Kjonas; 
• San Diego City Attorney candidate Jan Goldsmith; 
• San Diego City Councilman Brian Maienschein; 
• Rotarian Fary Moini, her work during RYLA; 
• Jaclyn Cooper and Toby Sosbee, U.S. Customs and Border Protection; and 
• Judge Woody Clark discussed the issue of justice and science. 

 
The club continued its traditional Christmas caroling at St. Paul’s Manor and annual 
Christmas party to mark the end of calendar 2006.  The club’s Four-Way Test speech 
competition, a visit from RYLA attendees, the annual Joke-a-Thon, and a field trip to 
Liberty Station helped to round out the program agenda. 
 
Club Administration 
 Dave Leedom assumed the chair for Club Administration (formerly Club Service).  
During his tenure, quarterly dues remained at $210 per quarter.  No increase was deemed 
necessary, despite a change of meeting venue from the Southwestern Yacht Club to the 
San Diego Yacht Club part way through the Rotary year.  However this may play out in 
2008-09 remains to be seen. 
 Rich Stakelum’s strategy for involving all members in club service during the year 
included the weekly publication of a bulletin that assigned service duties to members on a 
rotational basis.   In theory, all club members served one or more times as greeter, setup 
coordinator, invocator/pledge leader, raffle coordinator, and cleanup coordinator.  
Weekly assignments also included “Who Am I?”, professional development, and a 
Rotary minute. 

Dave Brummersted edited the club’s newsletter for the tenth consecutive year.  Bob 
Thomas continued to secure fines to augment the club’s endowment fund. 

 
Club Services Committee 
 David Pettigrew assumed the committee chair and overall responsibility for 
budgetary projections and club goals. 



 
Community Service.  Despite budgetary constraints incurred as a result of last year’s 

fundraising shortfall (see Fundraising below), the club continued to contribute financially 
to organizations and activities within the local community.  Recipients included: 
 

• Armed Services YMCA; 
• San Diego Humane Society; 
• Family Literacy Foundation; 
• Boy Scout Troop 24; 
• Point Loma Library (book purchases); 
• Cub Scout Pack 588; 
• Rescue Task Force; 
• Challenged America; 
• Point Loma concert series; 
• Peninsula Family YMCA; 
• U.S. Marine Corps Semper Fi Fund; 
• Fleet Week Foundation Breakfast; 
• Children’s Hospital; 
• Monarch School; and 
• Meals-on-Wheels. 

 
On November 16, 2007, the club presented a $5,000 check to San Diego Project 

Heartbeat for the purchase of Automatic External Defibrillators (AEDs) in support of that 
program.  PLRCer David Pettigrew presented the check to Maureen O’Connor, who is 
the Public Access Defibrillation Coordinator for the project. 

In December, the PLRC partnered with the San Diego Yacht Club to assist the latter 
with its annual Operation: Holiday Helping Hand.  O:HHH raised funds aimed at 
assisting a group of needy military families whose holiday celebrations were threatened 
by both physical and financial concerns.  The club’s participation enabled donations to 
O:HHH to be tax deductible under the PLRC’s approved 501C(3) Charitable Endowment 
Fund.   

On April 26, 2008, PLRCers once again joined with the Ocean Beach Community 
Development Council for a community cleanup as part of the third annual district-wide 
Rotarians-at-Work Day.  The effort included weeding, collecting trash, and otherwise 
sprucing up the Robb Field roadside area near the gateway to Ocean Beach.  Mark 
Nokes reprised his role as club organizer and did a great job. 

 
 Vocational Service.  Although no longer a designated director for vocational service, 
Dan Johnston continued his efforts to help Point Loma teens as a Service Committee 
sub-chair.  Dave DeRosier again emceed the Four-Way Test speech competition. 

The PLRC sponsored eight students from High Tech High (2), High Tech High 
International (3), and Point Loma High School (3) to attend the Rotary Youth Leadership 
Award (RYLA) at Idyllwild in the Spring of 2008. 

In May 2008, President Rich Stakelum and Vocational Service Director Dan 
Johnston jointly accepted an award from the San Diego Unified School District for 25 
years of support for students at Point Loma High School   

 



 International Service.  Larry Brenner managed the club’s vested interest in a 
matching grant for a clean water project in Africa.  Moreover, the club embarked on 
another matching grant project, that of helping to establish a micro-credit activity in 
Ghana.  In addition, the club sponsored a Rotary Ambassadorial Scholar for study abroad. 
 
Fundraising Committee 
 Tony Calabrese again spearheaded the club’s principal fundraising effort with a 
return to the Comedy Night activity after last year’s La Costa Resort and Spa raffle fell 
short of expectations.  The May 30, 2008, fundraiser netted about $8,000 for the club’s 
endowment fund, which will cover project budgeting in the coming year. 
 
Looking Ahead 
 President-elect Judy Byram will take charge of the club in Rotary year 2008-09 
working to fulfill Rotary International’s objective to “Make Dreams Real” worldwide.  
Along with the standard offices of president, president-elect, secretary, and treasurer, the 
modified Board will include directors for Membership and Public Relations, Service 
Projects, the Rotary Foundation, and Club Service.  Club members have every reason to 
believe that, as in past years, the new leadership will sustain a collective commitment to 
achieving the PLRC’s ongoing service objectives. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


