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Rotary Years 1955-56 to 1959-60 
 

 The last half of the 1950s saw little change in the PLRC’s principal 

objectives from those of the first half of the decade: pursuing membership growth, 

encouraging increased attendance, and expanding its service project agenda. 

 Charter member Patrick Branin assumed the club presidency in Rotary Year 

1955-56.  To encourage 100 percent attendance, the club adopted a plan in which 

the president would be fined if any meeting attendance reached that percentage.  

Also, any member who was absent and failed to do a make-up would also be fined.  

Whether anyone was fined or whether 100 percent attendance was achieved that 

year is unknown.  Community service projects included those supported in 

previous years, but a few new ones were added: a $50 contribution to the Putnam, 

Connecticut, Rotary Club to help with flood relief; a dental chair donated to the 

Guadalupe Clinic in Southeast San Diego; and equipment donated to Children’s 

Hospital for the benefit of crippled children.  The members also contributed funds 

and labor to paint the fence of the Point Loma Little League ballpark.  International 

service continued to support The Rotary Foundation and to promote visiting 

foreign students through the VISA program. 

 William Thien served as club president during Rotary Year 1956-57, the 

first non-charter member to serve in that capacity.  As stated in an earlier “history 

minute,” this is the year the club—officially known for several years as the Point 

Loma-Mission Bay Rotary Club—dropped the latter part of its name and became 

the Point Loma Rotary Club.  Rotary District 163 also gained a new number—



District 534.  Early in the year the club achieved 100 percent attendance at a 

meeting, an indication that the attendance plan devised the previous year was 

successful.  Ten new members were added to the club, including Jack Percival and 

Richard Wheeler.  Rex Gorton stimulated Vocational Service by arranging for 

weekly “Vocational Talks,” in which members were asked to give a speech on the 

vocation of another member.  (An alternative for “Who Am I? talks.)  The major 

community service project for the year was the refurbishing of the Northwest 

YMCA Cottage on the Cal Western campus.  The club continued to sponsor the 

Point Loma Little League and initiated the awarding of a $150 scholarship to a 

graduating senior from Point Loma High School. 

 The club elected charter member Howard Christman to serve as president 

during Rotary Year 1957-58.  Attendance remained a Club Service emphasis; 

accordingly, three meetings reached 100 percent attendance during the year.  A 

new program was established, called “Fireside Chats,” to help members evaluate 

club activities.  They were held in various members home in February 1958, the 

goal being that all members attend at least one of these meetings.  Here is 

something to ponder—the membership approved an increase in the annual dues to 

$40 in January 1958.  Support for the Point Loma Little League and the club’s 

Point Loma High School graduating senior scholarship continued.  The PLRC also 

participated in the Marine Corp’s “Toys for Tots” drive. 

 Frank Wyatt, a member of the PLRC’s Board of Directors during the charter 

year of 1950-51, served as president in 1958-59.  On an interesting note, an 

ongoing boundary dispute with the San Diego Rotary Club was settled during the 

year.  “Fireside Chats” continued in November 1958 under Club Service purview.  

More than 80 percent of the members reportedly attended at least one of these 

meetings.  Community Service featured most of the special projects, including 

participation in the “Toys for Tots” drive for the second year; a donation of a 



Norstead Pediatric stretcher to Children’s Hospital; scholarships for graduating 

seniors at Point Loma High School; and a donation to the Boys Club Building 

Fund in Clairemont. 

 The club’s first decade closed with James Wood, another charter member, 

serving as president.  Paul Kettenburg was among the four new members inducted 

during the year.  Club Service emphasized the importance of fellowship and 

planning with another series of “Fireside Meetings” in November 1959.  October 

1959 was designated as “Science Month.”  Eighty-four boys attended the Junior 

National Science Fair as guests of the club.  Interestingly, The RotaPoint was 

judged to be one of the best club newsletters in the district.  Community Service 

projects addressed new needs in Point Loma and San Diego.  On July 18, for 

example, several PLRCers, using four boats, took forty boys and girls on a tour of 

San Diego Bay.  These children were from Nazareth House.  At the annual 

Christmas party, 20 children from Nazareth House joined 30 children and 

grandchildren of club members for the usual festivities.  Along with a scholarship 

award of $500 to a PLHS graduating senior, the club donated a Thoracic Suction 

Apparatus to Children’s Hospital.  Additionally, the club contributed $100 to send 

children to camp. 


