Rotary Club of Point Loma

Rotary Years 1960-61 to 1964-65

PLRC archives record the 1950s as the “decade of charter enthusiasm.” The
1960s are regarded as the “decade of establishment.” Building a strong club
remained the members’ principal objective. As a result, the PLRC continued to
increase its service participation throughout the local and international
communities.

President Alton McColl led the PLRC in 1960-61. He was the second non-
charter member to assume the office. As it turned out, no other charter members
would become president. During his tenure, the club inducted nine new members,
including Merrill “Dad” Day and Donald Heller. Club Service included “Who
Am [?” talks as a regular feature of club meetings. Community Service raised
funds at a Christmas party to donate $500 to the Cal Western University new
Library Fund. In support of International Service, the club sent a member to the
R.1. Convention in Tokyo.

Rex Gorton, a leading educator in San Diego, became club president in
Rotary Year 1961-62. Club Service continued to encourage attendance by keeping
meeting program content at a high interest level. In order to help members get
better acquainted, the PLRC initiated a program that encouraged members to visit
the places of business of other members. This Vocational Service project was well
received.

Many of the projects supporting youth and sports programs continued as part

of Community Service. As for International Service, President Gorton and



Director Carl Ackerman participated in a charter night program for a Tijuana
club. During the year the PLRC hosed the University of Mexico football team at a
meeting that included attendance by members of the Tijuana and Ensenada Rotary
Clubs.

During Rotary Year 1962-63, President Seymour Kuntz inducted three new
members who became long-term contributors to the PLRC: Vernon Pfankuch,
Samuel Miller, and S. Falck Nielsen. Peter De Jonge donated a new lectern and
a set of flags to the club to improve the meeting environment. Community Service
included a $600 donation to the Retarded Children’s Home for the purchase of
tools. The club also hosted a group from the Home at the annual Christmas party.

As a combined Community Service-International Service project, the club
donated 250 US flags to be awarded to new citizens in a naturalization ceremony at
Point Loma High School. The club also hosted a group of Latin American visitors
in cooperation with Operation Amigo.

President Glenn Kenaston adopted the theme of “Personal Participation in
Rotary” during 1963-64. Community Service projects benefited from the personal
participation of PLRCers. Members responded to a request to serve as Sunday
hosts and guides at the Friendship Bell on Shelter Island. Personal participation
also was evident during the “Goodwill Drive” when members supervised the
loading dock operations at Goodwill Headquarters. Continuing its emphasis on
helping children, the club donated a new type of incubator for infants to Children’s
Hospital.

International Service continued to develop the club’s friendship with the
Tijuana club by holding a joint meeting on October 24, 1963, in observance of
United Nations Day. Contributions to the Rotary Foundation were encouraged.
The club began corresponding with a “paired club” in Neispruit, Transvaal, South
Africa.



Howard Crofts held the club reins during Rotary Year 1964-65. A
continuing emphasis on attendance yielded one meeting that had 100 percent
attendance. Frank Wyatt achieved a personal milestone, that of 15 years of
perfect attendance. New members included Richard Lynch, who had been a
member of the San Diego Rotary Club. Howard Christman directed the Fireside
Meetings. Vern Pfankuch made and donated to the club a cabinet to display
Rotary club flags received during banner exchanges with visiting Rotarians. On
November 30, 1964, the PLRC hosted a meeting of the San Diego Council of
Rotary Clubs.

Community Service projects were varied as usual. The club supported the
Point Loma YMCA; aided a program for retarded children; helped to support
youth medical aid; provided materials and labor for the construction of a
recreational area at the Bayside Settlement House; and gave scholarships to
graduating seniors at Point Loma High School.

International Service featured visits by Lt. Col. Van Velsen of the Royal
Netherlands Marine Corps, a group of international students at Point Loma High
School, and Rotarians from Mexico City who reported on teaching progress in
Mexico. The club also provided bicycle reflectors to a community in Taiwan,
joined with the Tijuana Rotary Club to raise funds for crippled children in Tijuana,
participated in “Operation Handclasp” with projects in Taipei and Luzon, during

which a village in the Philippines received a windmill.



