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Rotary Years 1965-66 to 1969-70 
 

 PLRC activities during the second half of the 1960s sustained the club’s aim 

to establish itself as a boon to the community, both local and international.  During 

Rotary Year 1965-66, President Daniel McKinney led the club.  Several 

members attended the Rotary International Convention in Denver.  New members 

included Bill Cole.  Fireside meetings continued and provided not only fellowship 

but an increased sense of Rotary’s value to the community. 

 Community Service projects were many and diverse.  The club participated 

in the Point Loma Village Beautification Project.  PLRC scholarships supported 

the American Field Service program.  Other projects included support for the Boy 

Scouts’ Camp Mataquay; the purchase of Braille typewriters for the blind; a 

donation to the teen program “Outward Bound;” support for “Project Hope” and 

“Big Brother” programs; and scholarships for graduating seniors at Point Loma 

High School.  International Service featured support for the Medical Clinic at San 

Miguel, Subic Bay, Philippines, as a component of “Operation Handclasp.” 

 Carl Ackerman, a club member since 1953, assumed the presidency for 

Rotary Year 1966-67.  His principal objectives were the encouragement of 

fellowship among the members and the enjoyment of Rotary activities.  During his 

tenure, PLRC members visited the San Jacinto Rotary Club.  Later, that club’s 

members traveled to Point Loma. 



 Principal among the year’s Community Service projects was the donation of 

more Braille typewriters to Point Loma High School for a special course offered 

there.  The value of the two scholarships given to graduating seniors at Point Loma 

High was increased to $600 each.  The club also donated $100 to assist with the 

dedication of the Ocean Beach Pier.  Within the International Service arena, the 

PLRC held a special International Day program in which the speaker, Dr. Sripate 

Chandraseker, addressed the topic “China and the Asian Problem.” 

 Former Marine Corps Colonel Merrill “Dad” Day assumed command of 

the PLRC for Rotary Year 1967-68.  The meeting venue changed to the Atlantis 

Restaurant near Sea World in November 1967.  The District established a new 

geographical boundary that gave some PLRC territory to Pacific Beach.  On 

August 28, 1967, the club hosted the San Diego County Council of Rotary clubs 

and 176 attendees.  This was the largest attendance yet since the Council was 

established.  New members that year included Chandler McMillan, who first 

joined Rotary in 1943. 

 During the year, Vocational Service organized a tour of Lindbergh Field as 

guests of Pacific Southwest Airlines.  Community Service projects included the 

awarding of three scholarships to graduating seniors at Point Loma High School.  

A Christmas program highlighted the PLHS Madrigal choir as guests.  The club 

again provided 80 US flags to be given to newly naturalized citizens during a 

ceremony Point Loma High.  The Retarded Children’s Workshop also received 

continued support from the club. 

 International Service included sponsorship of a Youth Exchange student, 

Robert Batley, at summer school in Nicaragua.  The club also provided support to 

a high school student in the Philippines.  As another service highlight, the PLRC 

donated a medical examining table to a hospital in Vietnam. 



 University professor Russell Beam became the 19th president of the PLRC 

in 1968-69.  (He later served as district governor in 1972-73.)  The club inducted 

15 new members during the year, including James (Jim) Davis.  Club service 

urged attendance at the Fireside meetings where members could “let down their 

hair.”  Data indicate that 85 percent of the members attended at least one of these 

meetings. 

 During the year Vocational service sponsored three field trips: a visit to the 

submarine base at Ballast Point; a tour of the Coronado Bay Bridge with a regular 

meeting held on the bridge; and a visit to the Lockheed Marine Laboratory.  The 

club participated in an International Service project, labeled “Operation 

Schoolhouse,” by giving aid to a high school student in the Philippines. 

To cap a successful service year, the PLRC received the District 534 

Significant Achievement Award for Community Service.  Projects included 

participation in the United Community Fund drive; procurement of explanatory 

signs or plaques that were installed at Cabrillo National Monument; and a special 

grant to the Cal Western University track team to help the students compete in 

Europe. 

 William Welch served as PLRC president during the club’s 20th anniversary 

year of 1969-70.  The achievement was celebrated with a special event held on 

April 17, 1970.  The club received a District 534 award for membership increase: 

19 new members were added during the year, including Robert Netting, who had 

been a Rotarian since 1965. 

 The PLRC concluded its second decade of existence by again receiving a 

District 534 Significant Achievement award for Community Service.  The year’s 

projects included support of a “Youth Lifeline” at the YMCA; support for a Point 

Loma Pony League baseball team; two scholarships given to graduating seniors at 

Point Loma High School; support for the Boy Scout Leadership Training program; 



and the donation of money and labor to the Bayside Settlement Recreational 

Project.  Under International Service, the club sponsored a candidate for a Rotary 

Foundation scholarship and provided an exchange student for the District Youth 

Exchange program. 

  


